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Delegates from support staff 

locals at the 24 Ontario      

colleges met in January to set 

demands for a new collective 

agreement.   

 Their current agreement  

expires August 31, 2008. 

 The last round of support 

staff bargaining reached a   

settlement  just days before 

the strike deadline of        

September 7, 2005.   

 Support staff at Humber and 

the other colleges were ready  

to walk the picket line in 2005 

to support their priority          

demands.  We will watch with 

interest as this round of      

negotiations progresses.    

 The support staff bargaining 

team chair is Rod Bemister 

from Seneca College, and the 

vice-chair is Marg Rae from  

Fanshawe College. 

College support staff     

bargaining begins 
Contract expires August 31 

  Weôre changing Ontario colleges! 

 

OPSEU prez asks 

for our help 

  

Smokey Thomas, OPSEU 

president, has asked every    

unionized college employee to 

help make the part-time and 

sessional organizing drive a 

success.  

 Smokey has sent all members 

two OPSEU union cards  that 

he hopes we will use to sign up 

two part-time or sessional     

colleagues.* 

 The organizing drive is well 

under way and making good 

progress.  Together , full-time, 

partial load, sessional and part-

time faculty and support staff 

can make this historic drive a    

success. 
 

* If you are full-time or partial 

load and also teach CE, fill in 

one of the cards yourself and 

ask a colleague to witness! 

The current academic        

collective agreement runs 

until August 31, 2009.   

 Bargaining will begin in 

late winter or early spring of 

2009.   

 Setting the bargaining   

table is a two-stage process.   

First, each college local will 

hold meetings in fall 2008 to 

set local demands, and then 

elected local delegates will 

meet for provincial demand-

setting and to elect a team. 

 In view of this cycle, now 

is a good time to begin 

thinking about our goals for 

t h e  n ex t  co l l ec t i v e        

agreement.    

 What are your priorities?  

Faculty demand-setting in Fall ô08 

ñMy union is determined that there will soon come a day when 

college part-timers and sessionals are OPSEU members.  

Shortly after that, we will engage in collective  bargaining.ò    
     

 - Smokey Thomas, in a letter to Minister John Milloy 
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OPSEU Local 562 Website:   

www.humberfacultyunion.org 

 

OPSEU Website:  www.opseu.org 

For NewsBreak on-line, go to  

humberfacultyunion.org          
  

We have posted the current    

issue and the issues from     

September and October 2007.    

 

We will add more back issues 

over the next while. 


